Introduction

Governments during the tKree centuries under
review. /

Before entering upon the account proper of
the European travellers in India during these
three centuries, it will be convenient, firstly, as
defining the limits of the present work, to state
the interpretation which has, for the purposes
of this essay, been put upon the word " travel-
ler"; and secondly, as tending to a clearer
appreciation of the aims and knowledge with
which the travellers visited India, in addition to
conducing to a firmer grasp of the subject as a
whole, to sketch the history of previous inter-
course, both commercial and political, between
Europe and India.

Every one of the few Europeans who went to
India in the fifteenth century has an indisput-
able right to the name of traveller, and deserves
mention as such in this work. It is obvious,
however, that, when we come to the sixteenth
and seyenteenth centuries more discrimination
is necessary. At first glance the choice of a cri-
terion seems a simple matter; in reality it is
very difficult. An account, for instance, of all
the famous Portuguese who were in India in
the sixteenth century would be interesting, and,
in a certain sense, at any rate, relevant to the
subject of the present work. Historians like
Da Couto and Castanheda, professional men
like Garcia da Orta, missionaries like St Francis
Xavier, lawgivers like Menezes, a poet such as
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